
4 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................ 6 

1.  Background .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.  Research question ................................................................................................................................ 8 

3.  Conceptual framework ........................................................................................................................ 8 

4.  Hypothesis .......................................................................................................................................... 12 

5.  Research methodology ....................................................................................................................... 12 

6.  Outline ................................................................................................................................................ 13 

CHAPTER 2: SHORT HISTORY OF AMERICAN MIDDLE-CLASS, HOW THEY THRIVED 

AS MAJORITY AND THEIR 21
ST

 CENTURY REFERENCE .......................................................... 14 

2.1  The Formation of Middle-Class as Important Economic and Sociopolitical Actor: A Historical 

Background ............................................................................................................................................. 15 

2.1.1 The Inception of American Middle-Class, 1820-1920 ..................................................................... 15 

2.1.2 The Emergence of American Middle-Class Consciousness in the Progressive Era and World War I, 

1890-1920 ................................................................................................................................................. 17 

2.1.3 The Emergence of Modern American Middle-Class, Post-WW2 .................................................... 20 

2.2  American Middle-Class in the 21
st
 Century Context: Who Are They and Their Current 

Condition ................................................................................................................................................. 24 

CHAPTER 3: JOB POLARIZATION AND HOW IT AFFECTED MIDDLE-INCOME VOTES IN 

THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION ............................................................................................ 30 

3.1  The Shrinking Middle-Income Jobs in the Fourth Industrial Revolution: Job Polarization 

Causes and Catalysts .............................................................................................................................. 31 

3.1.1 Job Polarization Causes ................................................................................................................... 31 

3.1.2 Job Polarization Catalysts ................................................................................................................ 35 

3.2  Shrinking Middle-Income Jobs to Society: Economic, Political, and Societal Impact in the 

Scope of the 2016 Presidential Election ................................................................................................. 38 

3.2.1 Economic Impact: Labor Glut .......................................................................................................... 38 

3.2.2 Societal Impact: Lump-of-Labor Fallacy ......................................................................................... 39 

3.2.2 Eventual Political Impact: the 2016 Presidential Election Division ................................................. 41 

CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................... 50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deprivation of American Middle-Class: Analyzing The Impact of Labor Automation of The 21st
Century to Middle-Class Votes In The 2016 Presidential Election 
AMANDA DARA AMADEA, Dr. Nur Rachmat Yuliantoro, S.I.P., M.A.(IR)
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2018 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



5 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

 

AI  Artificial Intelligence 

APL  American Protective League 

DNC  Democratic National Congress 

GI  Government Issue 

GNP  Gross National Product 

GOP  Grand Old Party 

ICT  Information and Communication Technology 

NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 

NPR  National Public Radio 

RBTC  Routine-Biased Technological Change 

RTI  Routine Task Intensity 

SBTC  Skill-Biased Technological Change 

STEM  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

TPP  Trans-Pacific Partnership 

USFA  U.S. Food Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deprivation of American Middle-Class: Analyzing The Impact of Labor Automation of The 21st
Century to Middle-Class Votes In The 2016 Presidential Election 
AMANDA DARA AMADEA, Dr. Nur Rachmat Yuliantoro, S.I.P., M.A.(IR)
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2018 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/




