
 

vi 

 

Table of Content 

AUTHORIZATION ............................................................................................................ II 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY OF WRITTEN THESIS .................................... III 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................................... IV 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................................... V 

TABLE OF CONTENT .................................................................................................... VI 

LIST OF FIGURES .......................................................................................................... IX 

LIST OF TABLES .............................................................................................................. X 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS .......................................................................................... XI 

1 INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................ 1 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY ................................................................................... 1 

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENT .............................................................................................. 3 

1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES ............................................................................................ 3 

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS ................................................................. 4 

1.5 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THESIS ......................................................................... 4 

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE AND CONTRIBUTION OF THE STUDY. ................................................. 5 

2 LITERATURE REVIEW ............................................................................................ 6 

2.1 GOLDIN’S U-SHAPED CURVE ON FEMALE LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION ................ 6 

2.2 EMPIRICAL TESTING AND CRITIQUE OF THE U-CURVE ............................................. 8 

2.3 DEFINING FEMALE LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION ................................................. 10 

2.4 FEMALE LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION ACROSS SOUTHEAST ASIA AS    

COMPARATORS ....................................................................................................... 12 

2.5 INDONESIA’S FEMALE LABOR MARKET (1990-2024) ............................................. 14 

2.6 ECONOMIC SHOCKS AND FEMALE LABOR MARKET ADJUSTMENT IN INDONESIA ... 15 

2.6.1 The Asian Financial Crisis and the Added-Worker Effect ........................ 16 

2.6.2 COVID-19 and the Gendered Adjustment of Employment ....................... 17 

2.6.3 Implications for the Long-Run FLFP and GDP Relationship. .................. 18 

2.7 STRUCTURAL TRANSFORMATION AND WOMEN’S EMPLOYMENT IN INDONESIA ..... 18 

2.8 CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS, AND HOUSEHOLD DETERMINANTS ................................... 21 

2.9 ADAPTING THE U-CURVE TO INDONESIA ................................................................ 22 

Testing Claudia Goldin's U-Shaped Curve: An Analysis of Female Labor Participation in Indonesia
(1990-2024)
Alifia Dewi Azzahra, Prof. Amin Wibowo, S.E., M.B.A., Ph.D.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



 

vii 

 

3 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .............................................................................. 23 

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN ................................................................................................. 23 

3.2 DATA SOURCES AND VARIABLES............................................................................ 26 

3.3 DATA ANALYSIS METHOD ...................................................................................... 26 

3.3.1 Model Specification ................................................................................... 27 

3.3.2 Estimation Method ..................................................................................... 27 

3.3.3 Diagnostic and Robustness Checks ........................................................... 28 

3.4 LIMITATION OF THE METHODOLOGY ...................................................................... 29 

4 RESEARCH ANALYSIS ........................................................................................... 31 

4.1 DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW ........................................................................................ 31 

4.2 REGRESSION RESULTS ............................................................................................ 32 

4.3 TURNING POINT ...................................................................................................... 33 

4.4 DIAGNOSTIC CHECKS ............................................................................................. 34 

4.5 FINDINGS SUMMARY. ............................................................................................. 34 

5 DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIONS, AND LIMITATION ......................................... 35 

5.1 INTERPRETATION OF THE U-SHAPED CURVE RELATIONSHIP .................................. 35 

5.1.1 What the U-Shaped Curve of Indonesia Establishes ................................. 35 

5.1.2 The Declining Arm of the Curve ............................................................... 36 

5.1.3 The Turning Point ...................................................................................... 37 

5.1.4 The Upward Arm ....................................................................................... 38 

5.2 COMPARISON WITH GOLDIN’S U-SHAPED CURVE FRAMEWORK............................. 39 

5.3 INDONESIA-SPECIFIC INTERPRETATIONS ................................................................. 40 

5.3.1 Structural Transformation and Informality ................................................ 40 

5.3.2 Education and the Quality of Female Employment ................................... 41 

5.3.3 Marriage, Fertility, and Childcare Constraints .......................................... 42 

5.3.4 Cultural and Religious Factors .................................................................. 43 

5.4 IMPLICATIONS ......................................................................................................... 44 

6 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS ...................................................... 46 

6.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS.......................................................................................... 46 

6.2 ANSWER TO THE RESEARCH QUESTION AND HYPOTHESIS ...................................... 46 

6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS .............................................................................................. 47 

6.4 SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH ................................................................... 47 

Testing Claudia Goldin's U-Shaped Curve: An Analysis of Female Labor Participation in Indonesia
(1990-2024)
Alifia Dewi Azzahra, Prof. Amin Wibowo, S.E., M.B.A., Ph.D.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



 

viii 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .............................................................................................................. 49 

APPENDIX ......................................................................................................................... 52 

APPENDIX A: COMPLETE DATASET AND VARIABLE TRANSFORMATIONS ...................... 52 

APPENDIX B: SPSS QUADRATIC REGRESSION OUTPUT ................................................. 54 

APPENDIX C: SPSS MODEL COMPARISON OUTPUT ....................................................... 55 

APPENDIX D: REGRESSION DIAGNOSTIC OUTPUT .......................................................... 56 

APPENDIX E: TURNING POINT CALCULATION ................................................................ 57 

 

Testing Claudia Goldin's U-Shaped Curve: An Analysis of Female Labor Participation in Indonesia
(1990-2024)
Alifia Dewi Azzahra, Prof. Amin Wibowo, S.E., M.B.A., Ph.D.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/


	Table of Content

