
ABSTRACT

Today, universifl, students har e often been w'idely criticized as being

individualistic, apathetic and insensitire torvard happenings around them. The

students appear to consider w'hatever is going on outside of their immediate

campus environment as something *'hich is not of their world. As for medical

students, only a small number of them are interested in social, political and other

issues alfectrng the country. Medical students are also said to be losing their sense

of idealism torvard the medical prolession br succumbing to economic and social

pressures.

This study is therefore designed to ascertain the expectations, attitudes,

and aspirations of Gadjah lrzlada Unirersity medical students torvard social

commitment and ideal doctor. Bv knowing the factors mentioned above it
hopefully may be possible fbr the taculry to modifo its programs, curriculum,
approaches and teaching methods so as to be more satisfactory to all concerned.

This study is a cross-sectional. non-experimental and descriptive study.

Questionnaires rvere distributed to 35 pre-clinical students tiom each year (Year

l-Year.l) respectively and 48 clinical students (intems) from Year 5 and Year 6

during the 199711998 academic rear riith a total of 188 respondents (140 pre-

clinical students and 48 clinical students). Data collected rvere analysed using

descriptive statistics i.e. fiequencv counts, distnbutions, and percentages.

The result of this study indicates that the majority of medical students do

have positive expectations, attitudes. and aspirations toward social commitment
and ideal doctor. Horvever, it rs recommended that the faculty review, modifu and

develop further the existing proglams, curriculum, approaches and teaching

methods so as to be even more effective in instilling a strong sense of social

commitment and ideal doctor in the medical student.
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