
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER  1................................................................................................................................10 

INTRODUCTION....................................................................................................................... 10 

1.1 Background........................................................................................................................10 

1.2 Research Question............................................................................................................. 12 

1.3 Conceptual Framework......................................................................................................12 

1.5 Main Argument..................................................................................................................14 

1.6 Methodology......................................................................................................................15 

1.7 Structure.............................................................................................................................16 

CHAPTER  2................................................................................................................................17 

TRACING AMERICAN INFLUENCES IN THE PERIODIZATIONS OF SOUTH 

KOREAN MUSIC GROUPS......................................................................................................17 

2.1 The Early Korean Music Groups (1910s-1980s)............................................................... 17 

2.1.1 Music Groups During The Japanese Occupation in South Korea (1910-1940s)......17 

2.1.2 Music Groups During The Korean and Cold War (1950-1980s)..............................18 

2.2 1990s Breakthrough : Seo Taiji and Boys..........................................................................20 

2.3 The Evolution of Contemporary K-pop Groups (2000s-Present)......................................22 

2.3.1 The Formation of K-pop Agencies and The First Generation of KPop Groups 

(1990s-2004)......................................................................................................................22 

2.3.2 The Second Generation of K-Pop Groups (2005-2011)........................................... 23 

2.3.3 The Third Generation of KPop Groups (2012-2018)............................................... 23 

2.3.4 The Fourth and the Emerging Fifth Generation of KPop Groups (2019-Present)....25 

CHAPTER  3................................................................................................................................28 

UNITED STATES’ POWER IN K-POP’S GLOBAL EXPANSION......................................28 

3.1 Issue of Production............................................................................................................ 28 

3.1.1 Platform Imperialism : K-Pop and YouTube............................................................ 29 

3.1.2 Control of Market : K-pop Collaboration with U.S.-based Majors and Actors........32 

3.2 Audiences and Aesthetics  : Language and Musical Practice............................................36 

6 

The United States' Influence in the Global Expansion of K-Pop : A Cultural Imperialism Perspective
Sanasya Khansa Nadia Tuzahra, Dr. Suci Lestari Yuana, S.I.P., M.I.A.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



3.2.1 Lyrical Composition : Code Mixing, English Versions, and English Releases........ 36 

3.2.2 Idol Development : English Language Training.......................................................39 

CHAPTER  4................................................................................................................................41 

CONCLUSION........................................................................................................................41 

REFERENCES.............................................................................................................................43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

The United States' Influence in the Global Expansion of K-Pop : A Cultural Imperialism Perspective
Sanasya Khansa Nadia Tuzahra, Dr. Suci Lestari Yuana, S.I.P., M.I.A.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



LIST OF TABLES  

(Table 1 : AESPA’s reference to Cher’s Interview)....................................................................... 26 

(Table 2 : YouTube versus South Korean Domestic Platforms Benefits to K-Pop)...................... 30 

 
 

 

 

8 

The United States' Influence in the Global Expansion of K-Pop : A Cultural Imperialism Perspective
Sanasya Khansa Nadia Tuzahra, Dr. Suci Lestari Yuana, S.I.P., M.I.A.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/



LIST OF GRAPH 

(Graph 1 : Findings of U.S.’ Sustaining Cultural Imperialism Manifestations in K-pop).............28

9 

The United States' Influence in the Global Expansion of K-Pop : A Cultural Imperialism Perspective
Sanasya Khansa Nadia Tuzahra, Dr. Suci Lestari Yuana, S.I.P., M.I.A.
Universitas Gadjah Mada, 2026 | Diunduh dari http://etd.repository.ugm.ac.id/


	 

