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Appendix 

Table 2: Thematic coding of New York Times articles 

No Article Title and 
Author 

Publish 
Date 

Quote (with emphasis underlined) Orient/ 
Occident 

Thematic 
categorizations 
Representing the Orient 

1.​ Barbarism 
2.​ Terrorism 
3.​ War on women 

Representing the Occident 
1.​ Pinkwashing 
2.​ “Joyous 

affirmations” 
3.​ Capitalizing on 

the Holocaust 
4.​ “Self-defense” 

Orient/Occident: 
1.​ Dehistoricization 

1 Here is what to 
know about the 
surprise attack on 
Israel. 
 
Authors: Patrick 
Kingsley and 
Isabel Kershner 

Oct. 7 “Panic and disbelief rippled 
throughout Israel. Many people 
huddled inside their homes while 
hearing sirens, explosions and 
gunshots outside. Gruesome, 
graphic images flooded social media 
and spread throughout the world.” 

Orient Barbarism 

2 ‘The Children 
Were Terrified.’ 
Fear Grips Israel 
and Gaza 
 
Authors: Isabel 
Kershner and Raja 
Abdulrahim 

Oct. 7 (1) 
““This is the first time in our history 
something like this has happened,” 
she added, referring to the 
Palestinian attack.” 
 
 
(2) 
“Saturday’s attack came 50 years 
and a day after invading forces from 
Egypt and Syria caught Israel 
off-guard, setting off a 19- 
day war with Egypt, Syria and other 
Arab states that has long 
traumatized the nation. 
Israeli television channels and 
newspapers have been filled in 
recent days with commemorations 
of that attack, the Yom Kippur 
War, so named for the holy day on 
which the 1973 conflict began.” 
 
 

Occident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orient/ 
Occident 

Dehistoricization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dehistoricization 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-scene.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-scene.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-scene.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/07/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-scene.html


3 A Quick Look at 
Hamas 
 
Author: Tiffany 
May 

Oct. 8 
Updated 
Oct. 26 

“Unlike the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, led by Mahmoud 
Abbas, Hamas does not recognize 
Israel’s right to exist as a state and 
has spoken about driving all Jews 
from the region. It has advocated an 
uncompromising position on the 
creation of a Palestinian state based 
on Islamic fundamentalism 
stretching from the Mediterranean 
east to the Jordan River.” 

Orient Barbarism 

4 ‘There were 
terrorists inside’: 
An Israeli recounts 
how militants 
invaded his 
village. 
 
Author: Patrick 
Kingsley 

Oct. 8 ““There were terrorists inside the 
kibbutz, inside our neighborhood 
and — at some point — outside our 
window,” Mr. Tibon 
recalled in a phone interview on 
Sunday morning.” 

Orient Terrorism 

5 Biden Says 
Military 
Assistance Is on Its 
Way to Israel 
 
Author: Michael 
D. Shear 

Oct. 8 ““The president emphasized that 
there is no justification whatsoever 
for terrorism, and all countries must 
stand united in the 
face of such brutal atrocities,” 
according to the White House.” 

Orient Terrorism 

6 ‘There were 
terrorists inside’: 
An Israeli recounts 
how militants 
invaded his 
village. 
 
Author: Patrick 
Kingsley, Aaron 
Boxerman and 
Gabby Sobelman 

Oct. 8 “So began one of the bloodiest 
weekends in Israeli and Palestinian 
history, the full details of which 
started to emerge on Sunday as 
survivors recounted the most 
complex and brazen attack on their 
nation since the 1973 Arab-Israeli 
war.” 

Orient/ 
Occident 

Dehistoricization 

7 For Israelis, Scale 
of Tragedy Starts 
to Set In 
 
Author: Isabel 
Kershner 

Oct. 9 
 
Updated 
May 6, 
2024 

“As the death toll on the Israeli side 
rose to over 700, many in the 
country were describing the events 
that unfolded on Saturday 
as their country’s 9/11, or Pearl 
Harbor. It was a day of dark records: 
the worst attack on civilians in 
Israeli history and the 
deadliest single day in the country’s 
75-year history.” 
 
 

Occident Dehistoricization 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/hamas-military-gaza-explained.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/hamas-military-gaza-explained.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-village-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/us-aid-israel-biden-blinken.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/us-aid-israel-biden-blinken.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/us-aid-israel-biden-blinken.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/us-aid-israel-biden-blinken.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/09/world/israel-hamas-attack-reaction.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/09/world/israel-hamas-attack-reaction.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/09/world/israel-hamas-attack-reaction.html


8 Hamas Leaves 
Trail of Terror in 
Israel 
 
Author: By The 
New York Times 

Oct. 10 
 
Updated 
Oct. 18 

““It’s not a war or a battlefield; it’s a 
massacre,” said Maj. Gen. Itai 
Veruv, an Israeli commander on the 
scene. “It’s something I 
never saw in my life, something 
more like a pogrom from our 
grandparents’ time.”” 
 

Orient/Occ
ident 

Barbarism 
Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 

9 Slaughter at a 
Festival of Peace 
and Love Leaves 
Israel Transformed 
 
Author: Roger 
Cohen 

Oct. 15 
 
Updated 
Dec. 27 

(1)​
“They were, in fact, the white 
flashes of Hamas rockets from Gaza, 
the fire at dawn signaling an attack 
that would turn fields full 
of young Israelis dancing to 
psychedelic music into a 
slaughterhouse. In this massacre of 
its youth, Israel’s 75-year-old quest 
for some carefree normalcy met the 
murderous fury of those 
long-oppressed Palestinians who 
deny the state’s right to exist.” 
 
(2) 
“If some sinister choreographer had 
sought a consummate staging of the 
failure of Israelis and Palestinians to 
reach beyond hatred and war, this 
savage meeting of two adjacent but 
distant worlds in idyllic undulating 
countryside came close, leaving at 
least 260 partygoers dead.” 
 
(3) 
“They were rounded up and shot 
like animals within hours of losing 
themselves, and the pressures of 
Israeli life, in thumping 
soundtracks of mystical peace and 
love.” 
 
 
(4) 
“Hamas was there, governing and 
inculcating hatred through the 
education system. It never 
disavowed its covenant that urges 
the slaughter of Jews “smitten with 
vileness wherever they are found”” 
 
 
(5) 
“Here, too, Inbar Haiman, 27, lived 
her last moments of freedom before 
being dragged, bleeding from the 

(1) 
Orient/Occ
ident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
Orient 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
Orient/Occ
ident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4) 
Orient 
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(1) 
Barbarism 
“Joyous affirmations” 
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Barbarism 
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Barbarism 
Israel’s “joyous 
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Barbarism 
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face, into Gaza, her 
captors chanting, “Allahu Akbar,” or 
God is great, as they hauled their 
Jewish trophy home.” 
 
(6) 
““I think the trance and rave 
community will keep going,” he 
said. “It shows us that we need to 
spread love. It is a loving essence, 
the only thing that can beat hatred.”” 
 
(7) 
““And she’s a beautiful young 
woman,” he said. “I don’t even want 
to think about what they might do to 
her.”” 
 

Orient 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(6) 
Occident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) 
Orient 

Barbarism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(6) 
Israel’s “joyous 
affirmation” 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) 
War on women 
Barbarism 

10 Hamas Hijacked 
Victims’ Social 
Media Accounts to 
Spread Terror 
 
Author: Sheera 
Frenkel and Talya 
Minsberg 

Oct. 17 “In a new war tactic, Hamas has 
seized the social media accounts of 
kidnapped Israelis and used them to 
broadcast violent 
messages and wage psychological 
warfare, according to interviews 
with 13 Israeli families and their 
friends, as well as social media 
experts who have studied extremist 
groups.” 
 

Orient Barbarism 

11 Early U.S. and 
Israeli Intelligence 
Says Palestinian 
Group Caused 
Hospital Blast 
 
Authors: Julian E. 
Barnes, Patrick 
Kingsley, Helene 
Cooper and Adam 
Entous 

Oct. 18 (1) 
“American and Israeli officials said 
their intelligence showed that the 
deadly blast at a Gaza hospital on 
Tuesday was caused by 
an armed Palestinian group, 
rebutting Palestinian claims that an 
Israeli strike caused the explosion. 
 
(2) 
“The U.S. government assesses that 
Israel was not responsible for an 
explosion that killed hundreds of 
civilians yesterday at 
the Al Ahli Hospital in the Gaza 
Strip,”” 
 

Orient/Occ
ident 

“Self-defense” 

12 After Hospital 
Blast, Headlines 
Shift With 
Changing Claims 
 

Oct. 18 “The news changed quickly over a 
couple of hours. Many Western 
news organizations, including The 
New York Times, reported the 
Gazan claims in prominent 

Orient/ 
Occident 

“Self-defense” 
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Author: Katie 
Robertson 

headlines and articles. They adjusted 
the coverage after the Israeli 
military issued a statement urging 
“caution” about the Gazan 
allegation.” 
 
 

13 On Israel, 
Progressive Jews 
Feel Abandoned 
by Their Left-Wing 
Allies 
 
Author: Jennifer 
Medina and Lisa 
Lerer 

Oct. 20 (1) 
“Progressive Jews who have spent 
years supporting racial equity, gay 
and transgender rights, abortion 
rights and other causes 
on the American left — including 
opposing Israeli policies in Gaza 
and the West Bank — are suddenly 
feeling abandoned by 
those who they long thought of as 
allies.” 
 
(2)​
“But in the Hamas attacks, many 
saw an existential threat, evoking 
memories of the Holocaust and 
generations of antisemitism, 
and provoking anxiety about 
whether they could face attacks in 
the United States. And they were 
taken aback to discover that 
many of their ideological allies not 
only failed to perceive the same 
threats but also saw them as 
oppressors deserving of blame.” 

(1) 
Occident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
Occident 

(1) 
Pinkwashing 
Israel’s “joyous 
occlusion” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 

14 Peace, a Forgotten 
Word, Renews its 
Claim in the Holy 
Land 
 
Author: Roger 
Cohen 

Oct. 22 (1) 
“By the time Hamas struck on Oct. 
7, possibilities of peace had long 
since faded.” 
 
 
(2) 
“For many Israelis, to accept the 
biggest single day of slaughter of 
Jews since the Holocaust without an 
overwhelming military riposte 
against Hamas would be to invite 
the very fate that a Jewish homeland 
and the ironclad principle of “Never 
Again” were intended to prevent.” 
 
 
(3) 
““Even the sky is crying,” she 
observed. Its tears were soft on the 
lacerated Holy Land of bitter coffee, 

(1) 
Orient/Occ
ident 
 
 
 
(2) 
Occident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
Occident 

(1) Dehistoricization 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) “Joyous affirmation” 
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sweet dates and the eternal chimera 
of peace.” 

15 The ‘Devil’s 
Playground’ of 
Urban Combat 
That Israel Is 
Preparing to Enter 
 
Author: Damien 
Cave 

Oct. 24 (1) 
“But Gaza, heavily urbanized, with 
Hamas deeply entrenched, is an 
especially complex battlefield.” 
 
(2) 
“Israel has emphasized that it does 
not target civilians. But in urban 
battles, commanders often take fire 
from structures housing both 
fighters and families, forcing a 
judgment call: 
clear the rooms with troops, putting 
them at risk, or call in a heavier 
response that might kill civilians.” 
 

(1) 
Orient 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
Occident 

(1) 
Barbarism 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
“Self-defense” 

16 ‘I Feel a Human 
Deterioration’ 
 
Author: Lulu 
Garcia-Navarro 

Oct. 27 
 
Updated: 
Oct. 30 

“Both of my parents are Holocaust 
survivors. So the first thing I said to 
these people was that when I was a 
kid, I came back from school and 
my dad 
asked me, “What did they teach you 
in school today?” And I was very 
proud, and I said to my dad, “Today, 
they taught me the lesson of the 
Holocaust, 
which was that Jews should have a 
safe haven and never be 
threatened.”” 

Occident Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 
Israel’s “joyous 
affirmation” 

17 How Fears of 
Israeli Failures on 
Hamas Led to a 
Devastating Attack 
 
Authors: Ronen 
Bergman, Mark 
Mazzetti and 
Maria Abi-Habib 

Oct. 29 
 
Updated 
Nov. 1 

(1) 
“More than 1,400 people were 
killed, including many women, 
children and old people who were 
murdered systematically and 
brutally.” 
 
(2) 
““On every reporting line, swarms 
of terrorists were coming in,” the 
soldier added. “The forces did not 
have time to come and stop it. There 
were swarms of terrorists, 
something psychotic, and we were 
simply told that our only choice was 
to take our feet and flee for our 
lives.”” 

(1) Orient 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) Orient 

(1) 
Barbarism 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) 
Terrorism 
Barbarism 

18 For Europe’s Jews, 
a World of Fear 
 

Oct. 31 
 
Updated 

(1) 
“The Oct. 7 Hamas assault on Israel 
and a surge in acts of antisemitism 

(1) 
Occident 
 

(1) 
Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 
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Author: Roger 
Cohen 

Nov. 3 have awakened a repressed horror in 
Jewish populations across the 
continent.” 
 
(2) 
“Perhaps not since the Holocaust, 
which saw the annihilation of about 
two-thirds of Europe’s Jewish 
community, have the Jews of Europe 
lived in an atmosphere of fear so 
acute that it feels like a fundamental 
shift in the terms of their existence.” 
 
(3) 
“The Palestinian cause has also 
changed in nature, especially for 
young progressives of the left in 
Europe and the United States, 
becoming part of what is often 
called an “anticolonial” struggle. In 
this intersectional worldview, the 
fight against Israel — and often its 
very existence — becomes part of a 
global battle of the oppressed for 
justice and 
equality. In this good-and-evil 
matrix, Jews are deemed not to fare 
well.” 

 
 
 
 
(2) 
Occident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
Occident 
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Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) 
Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 

19 Israel’s U.N. 
Ambassador 
Criticized for 
Wearing a Yellow 
Star of David 
 
Author: Matthew 
Mpoko Bigg 

Oct. 31 “Dani Dayan, chairman of Yad 
Vashem museum in Jerusalem, said 
in a post on X, formerly Twitter, that 
“the yellow patch symbolizes the 
helplessness of the Jewish people 
when we were at the mercy of 
others” and that Israelis should 
instead display the country’s 
blue-and-white flag as a sign of 
strength.” 
 

Occident Capitalizing on the 
Holocaust 
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