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ABSTRACT

Community participation in the development of Demak City has been very low
owing to a top down approach strategy applied during the New Order Government. A
further effect of this approach is the dependency of Demak society on the government.
The society assume that the government is fuiy responsible for the development, thus,
they do not give any participation in the development carried out in their area.

This research aims to know why the land consolidation program for the South
ring-road development in Demak city won a positive response from the people. In fact,
the program required active participation froin the society such as their willingness to
give away their land for the development. Is th it because of the land consolidation itself,
or are there internal and external factors cor i ributing to the success? These questions
need to be addressed to find out how the pro jess of land consolidation was carried out
and what kinds of factors encouraged or discouraged people to give their participation.

The research method is descriptive and qualitative in nature. The data are
obtained from questiormaire and interview wiih respondents and then compared with the
theories of land consolidation and the conctpts of people participation. A qualitative
analysis follows the conceptual discussion to craw the conclusion.

The research results reveal that the g( ivemment had done some preparation and
data collection activities before the land co: jsolidation began. During the preparation
stage, the government did socialization in a communal and door-to-door system. As the
result, 96% of the society understood the definition, purpose, and benefit of the program.
This understanding brought them awareness :^f the importance for their participation to
the program.

The research concludes that the succe

owes much to the people's awareness of participation. The factors that encourage their
participation can be divided into internal factor, which is the people's comprehension on

sp of the land consolidation in Demak City

the purpose and benefit of the program, and
government policy and the political situation

the external factors which are the regional
the time of the program.
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