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ABSTRACT

Women have been the most contributing yet most vulnerable actors in Colombia’s drug
trafficking. Women's contribution is proven by their presence in all tiers of the drug value chain;
cultivation, production, and distribution. Nevertheless, it is worth noting that the coca economy
has also placed women at the center of violence by positioning them in low-ranking, low-paying,
and high-risk job positions. Acknowledging that existing research focuses more on the security
side of the War on Drugs and neglects aspects related to gender, this research aims to scrutinize
how War on Drugs has perpetuated the economic oppression that women must bear. Women here
refers to women workers who are involved in the drug value chain.

By recognizing women’s vulnerability and analyzing War on Drugs through a Marxist
feminism perspective, this research identified several ways in which War on Drugs has
perpetuated women’s economic oppression. Firstly, the War on Drugs has institutionalized
standards of feminity in its criminal justice that further perpetuate traditional gender roles.
Secondly, the policy has falsely framed cocaleras as the enemies of the state that deserve unjust
treatment. Lastly, the War on Drugs programs mostly do not ensure women’s effective
participation as it perceived women as secondary actors. In essence, by problematizing War on
Drugs as a state-centric and masculine approach policy, this research uncovers how state security
is often attained at the stake of women's welfare.

Key Word: War on Drugs, women's economic oppression, Marxist feminism



	LEMBAR PENGESAHAN
	PERNYATAAN BEBAS PLAGIASI
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENT
	LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
	LIST OF FIGURES
	CHAPTER I
	1.1. Background
	1.2. Research Question
	1.3. Theoretical Framework
	1.3.1. War on Drugs
	1.3.2. Marxist Feminism

	1.4. Main Argument
	1.5. Methodology
	1.6. Thesis Structure

	CHAPTER II
	2.1. Tracing Colombia’s Drug Trafficking History
	2.2. Cartels Behind Colombia’s Drug Trafficking
	2.3. Situating Women in the Drug Value Chain
	2.4. Colombia’s Shifting Role as a State

	CHAPTER III
	3.1. War on Drugs under Belisario Betancur’s Presidency
	3.2. The Implications of Betancur’s Programs
	3.2.1. War without Quarter
	3.2.2. Herbicidal Eradication
	3.2.3. Substitution Policy

	3.3. Life After Betancur’s War on Drugs: How do Women Survive?

	CHAPTER IV
	4.1. Conclusion
	4.2. Recommendation
	4.3. Limitations and Suggestions

	BIBLIOGRAPHY

